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Of the Deluge. ti, 


Deluge, or flood, or inundation of water, 
covering the earth,either in whole or in part, 
particularly applied to Noah’s flood ; being 
a general inundation sent by God to punish 
the corruption of the then world, by destroy- 
ing every living thing, ( Noah and his fam- 
ily, together with the animals, that were 
shut up with him in the ark, only excepted, ) 
from off the face ef the earth. 

This flood, ; as tt is constantly translat- 
ed in our English version of the scriptures ) 
makes one of the most considerable events 
in all history, and one of the greatest epochs 
in chronology. Its time is fixed by the best 
chronologers to the year of the world 1656, 
before Jesus Christ 2348. From this flood, 
the state of the world is divided into deluvi- 
an and antedeluvian. 

The account given by Moses of this great 
catastrophe is as fol.ows, Gen. vi. The 
men of Seth’s family having corrupted them- 
selves with the daughters of Cain’s race ; 
and‘ the wickedness of man being great in 
the earth, so that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was evil continually ; 
it repented God,’ (as the sacred writer em- 
phatically expresses it, ) ‘ that he had mate 
man on the earth; and it grieved him at his 
heart.? Wherefore he resolved upon their 
destruction by a flood of waters ; and not 
only passed that sentence upon them, but 
upon the beasts of the earth,and every creep- 
ing thing, and the fowls of the air, which be- 
came involved in the calamity of their mas- 
ters: but Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord, and therefore, as a means to pre- 
serve him from that calamity, he directed 
him to make an ark, or vessel of a certain 
form and size, capable of containing not on- 
ly himself and family, but such numbers of 
animals of all sorts, which were liable to 
perish in the flood, as would be sufficient to 
preserve the several species, and again re- 
plenish the earth, together with all necessa- 
ry provision for them ; all which Noah per- 
formed. In the six hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the second month and seventeenth 
day of the month, (answering to the seven- 
teenth of November,) the same day, (Noah 
and his family having entered the ark,) were 
all the fountains of the great deep broken 





up, and the windows of heaven were open- 
ed, and the flood was forty days upon the 
earth, and the waters increased and bare uD 
the ark; and it was lifted above the earth— 
all the high hiils, that were under the whole 
heaven were covered; and the waters rose 
fifteen cubits above the highest mouutains. 
All men died, and generally every thing 
that had life and breathed under heaven. 

We shall confine ourselves in this article 
to the extent of the flood, viz. whether it 
was general or partial, its natural causes, 
and its effects. 

But before we enter upon those inquiries, 
we shall exhibit the calendar of this melan- 
choly year 1656. 

5 The year of the world’s creation, M.DC.- 
VI. 

1st Mo. Sept. Methuselah died, aged 969 
years. 

2. October. 
the ark. 

3. November 17th. The fountains of 
the great deep were broken up. 

4. December the 26th. The rain began 
and continued 40 days and 40 nights. 

5. January. All the men and beasts, 
that were upon the earth, were buried un- 
der the waters. 

6. February. The rain continued. 

7- March. The waters remained in their 
elevation, till the 27th, when they began to 
abate. 

8. April 17th. The ark rested on mount 
Ararat in Armenia. 


Noah and his family enter 


9. May. They did nothing while the 
waters were retiring. 

10. June. The tops of the mountains 
appeared. 


11. July the 11th. Noah let goa raven, 
which returned no more to him. The 18th, - 
he let go a dove, which returned. The 25th, 
the dove being loosed a second time,brought 


‘back an olive branch. 


12. August 2d. The dove went out a 

third time, and returned no more. 
The year of the world’s creation, M.DC.- 

LVI. 

1st Mo. September the Ist. 
land appeared. 

2. October 27th. Noah went out of the 
ark, with his family. 


The dry 
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~ Thus Noah and his family continued in | they were,) solong as they had wings t be 
the ark from October,1656, to Oct. 27,1057, | th i did « 


being one year and almost one month. 


As to the universality of the deluge, men | 
have always been very solicitous to account neighborhood of Euphrates and the T 
for it, philosophically, and to discover from they could not have been fifteen cub 





ar 
em to those parts where the flood did not 


| reach. 

If the waters had only overflowed the 
igtis, 
its a 


whence such an amazing quantity of water pove the highest mountains, unless support. 


could come, as was necessary to cover all 


ed in such an heap, by a miracle; for eye. 


our globe, to the height of fifteen cubits a- ory philosophical principle would teach ys 
bove the highest hills; tor to that heig its that the water as it rose, would spread over 
Moses expressly says, (Gen. vil. 20,) the the whole earth, by the laws of gravity. If 


waters prevailed. o 
The immense quantity of waters requisite 


lit had been a miracle, and the waters had 
stood onan heap, Moses no doubt would have 


for this purpose, has occasioned several 2U-) elated the miracle, as he did that of the 


thors to suppose that the flood was only 
par:a’. An universal deluge, they think 
wiulid have been unnecessary, considering 
the end for which it was brought,viz.the ex- 
tirpation of the wicked inhabitants. ‘They 
suppose,that as the world was then but new, 
and the generations from Adam to Noah 
but 8, that consequently the inhabitants at 
the time of the deluge were: ut few. It 
was, say they, but a small part of the world, 
w!ch could be yet inhabited: the country 
abeut the Euphrates, which is supposed to 
heve been the scene of the first antedeluvian 
inhabitants. was sufficient to bear them all. 

Now Providence, say they, which ever 
acts wisely and frugally, would never have 
disproportioned tle means to the end, so far 
as to overflow the whole globe, only to des- 
troy the people, who dwelt in a little corner 
of it. 

They add, that in the scripture language, 
the whole earth, expresses no more than all 
the inhabitants, and on this principle de- 
clare, that an overflowing of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris with a vehement rain, might 
answer all the phenomena of the deluge.— 
But the deluge was universal. God de- 
clared to Noah, that he was resolved to des- 
troy every thing that had breath under hea- 
ven, or had life on the earth, by a flood of 
waters 3 such were the menaces,such the ex- 
ecution. The waters, Moses assures us, 
covered the whole earth, buried alt the moun- 
tains; every thing perished therein, that 
had life,excepting Noah, and those with him 
in the ark. Can an universal deluge be 
more clearly expressed ? 

lf the deluge had been partial, there 
would have been no necessity of spending 
an hundred years to build an ark, and to 
shut all sorts of animals therein, in order to 
reftock the world ; because they might ea- 
sily and readily have been brought from 
those parts of the world, not overflowed, ia- 
to those that were ; at least the birés would 
never have been destroyed, (as Moses says 


waters of the Red Sea,and the river Jordan 
which were sustained in an heap to sive 
passage to the Israelites. Ex. xiy, 29, 
Josh iii. 16. Add to this, that in regions 
far remote from the Euphrates and Tigris, 
viz. in Italy, France, Switzerland, Gerina- 
ny, England, &c. &c. there are frequently 
found, in places many scores of le%gues frcra 
the sea, and even in the tops of high moun- 
tains, whole trees sunk deep under ground; 
as also the teeth and bones of animals; fish- 
es entire, sea shells, ears of corn, &c. pciri- 
fied, which the best naturalists are agreed, 
could never have come there but by the de- 
luge. 


| 
| 





The delace, being thus allowed to be vni- 
versel, philesophers are solicitous to find 
water to effect it. The difficulty attending 
this subject is this, that the earth is a sphere 
or round body composed of land and water; 
that on the land are many very hich bills or 
mountains, whose tops are clevated many 
thousand feet above the level of the sea:— 
in order then that this globe be covered with 
water to the height of fifteen cubits above 
the highest mountains ; (and according to 
the laws of gravitation it must rise equal- 
ly all round the globe ;) the philosopher 
himself is difficulted to know how this could 
be the case on any philosophical principles. 
An elucidation will be attempted under the 
following 


REMARKS. 
tst Remark. If the flood were a mani- 
festation of the miraculous power of God ; 
all anxiety to account for it on philosophical 
principles must cease: because no one can 
doubt the power of God to work such a mire 
acle. But the account of the deluge, as giv- 
en by Moses, is not an account of a mirac- 
ulous transaction; but of an amazing event, 
which took place on the principles of the 
laws of nature : the two causes to which it 
is attributed, prove the above assertion, vit. 





the rain of forty days and nights, and the 
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breaking up of the great deep. If it werea 
miracle, why these natural causes? If it 
were not a miracle, then it was brought a- 
bout on principles of nature, or natural phi- 
losophy. 

The latter, we assert to be the fact. 

2. The principles of natural philosophy 
confine us to the belief, that there was no 
more water pertaining to this globe, in 
time of the flood, than there always 
been before the flood ; or, than there always 
has been since ; otherwise, there must eith- 
er have been new matter created since the 
six days, which is inadmissable ; or, it must 
have been a miracle, which we have dis- 
proved. Hence it is evident, that the same 
quantity of the elements pertaining to the 
earth, have existed without addition or di- 
minution from the creation to the present 
time: creation was complete, when God 
pronounced it to be very good. 

3. The rain, which fell in the forty days 
and nights mentioned, like all other rain, 
was first drawn from the earth by natural 
evaporation, as in all other cases; so that 
when that rain ceased,there was not one at- 
om more of water, pertaining to the globe, 
than when it began. ‘This is agreeable to 
the principles of natural philosophy. 

The breaking up of the great deep; was 
the falling of the solid matter of which the 
globe is composed, into the abyss of the 
water below ; by means of which, the wat- 
er in the interior was forced upwards upon 
the surface of the earth. The watery par- 
ticles of the earth being extracted by evap- 
oration antecedent to the breaking up of the 
great deep; did after this breaking up, des- 
cend in a mighty rain of forty days contin- 
vance; so that the water from the abyss, 
and that which was extracted from the earth 
before it sank and coming down in rain, met 
together, and completely covered all the 
land for atime 3; by which the whole globe, 
during that time, was covered with water. 

Thus the world was deluged by water, 
petaining to itself, without the intervention 
of a miracle, or the necessity of more wat- 
er than was produced during the six days, 
in which the world was made. 

That the above account of the deluge 
may more forcibly convince the mind, we 
will lay down the following proposition,viz. 
that there ig water enough in this globe to 
cover all the solid parts of it, if those sol- 
id parts were properly disposed. 

Consider first, that nearly three-fourths of 
the globe are now covered with water. 

Consider, secondly, that the space occu- 





picd by the depth of the water iu the sever- 


_ al oceans, below its surface, is much great. 
er, than the space occupied by the elevation 
of the land above this surface. 
| Consider, in the third place ; that if the 
American continent with its contiguous isl- 
ands, was thrown into the Atlantic ocean, 
from 30 feet below the surface of the water 3 
and the same with the eastern continent and 
,its islands ; thatthey should be thrown into 
he Pacific and Indian oceans ; and even 
Supposing that the unevenness of the land, 
thus thrown into the oceans,should equal the 
‘hills and mountains of the antedeluvian 
world ; yet we might presume that the wat- 
ers, in that case, ‘ would,’ as Moses express- 
| es it, * prevail exceedingly,’ to fifteen cubits, 
‘above the whole. The objections, against 
the foregoing reasoning, or explanation of 
the deluge, shall be stated and answered in 
a future number ; together with several rea- 
sons in confirmation of the above.—Eprror. 





Of the Breast Plate of the Jewish High 
Priest. 


Breast plate, or breast plate of judgment, 
called also pectoral and rational, was one 
part of the priestly vestments, anciently 
worn by the Jewish high priests. It was 
about ten inches square,( Ex.xxvii.13—31,) 
and consisted of pieces of the same rich em- 
broidered stuff,of which the ephod was made, 
It was wore on the high priest’s breast, 
and was set with twelve precious stones,on 


one ofthe tribes. They were set in 4 rows. 
three in each row; and were divided from 
each other, by the little gelden squares or 
partitions, in which they were set. The 
names of these stones, and that of the tiibes 
engraven on them, as also their disposition 
on the breast plate, were as follows :— 





























© 10] 
fe —— 
Sardine. Topaz. Carbuncle. 8 
Ro nben. Simvron Levi 
Emerald, | Sapphire. Diamond. 
Judah. | Dan. | Naphtali. 
8 Ligure. | Agate. Amethyst. 
Gad. Asher. Issachar. 
8 Beryl. Oayx. Jasper. 
3 Zebulon. | Joseph. | Benjamin. 
© 3 ‘23 
o* © 


The breast plate was fastened at the four 
corners ; those on the top, to each should- 
er, by a golden hook or ring, at the end of 
a wreath or chain; and those below to the 
girdle of the ephod, by two strings or ribe 
‘bons, which had, likewise, two rings and 


| hooks, 





each of which was engraven the name of | 
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~ Thus Noah and his family continued in 





‘the . i PROT vag : 
they were,) solong as they had wings to bear 


the ark from October,1656, to Oct. 27,1057, | them to those parts where the flood did not 


being one year and almost one month. 


As to the universality of the deluge, men | 
have always been very solicitous to account 


for it, philosophically, and to discover from 
whence such an amazing quantity of water 
could come, as was necessary to cover all 


our globe, to the height of fifteen cubits a-| 


bove the highest hills; for to that height, 


{ 


reach. 


If the waters had only overflowed the 
neighborhood of Euphrates and the Tigris 
they could not have been fifteen cubits a. 
bove the highest mountains, unless support 
ed in such an heap, by a miracle; for eye. 


we 


Fy philosophical principle would teach ys 


that the water as it rose, would spread over 


Moses expressly says, (Gen. vii. 20,) the the whole earth, by the laws of gravity, If 


waters prevailed. a 

The immense quantity of waters requisite 
for this purpose, has occasioned several au-| 
thors to suppose that the flood was only | 
par:a’. An universal deluge, they think 
Wruld have been unnecessary, considering 
the end for which it was brought,viz.the ex- 

tirpation of the wicked inhabitants. ‘They 
suppose,that as the world was then but new, 
and the generations from Adam to Noah 
but 8, that consequently the inhabitants at 
the time of the deluge were: ut few. It 
was, say they, but a small part of the world, 
w!iich could be yet inhabited: the country 
about the Euphrates, which is supposed to 
heve been the scene of the first antedeluvian 
inhabitants. was sufficient to bear them all. 

Now Providence, say they, which ever 
acts wisely and frugally, would never have 
disproportioned tl:e means to the end, so far 
as to overflow the whole globe, only to des- 
troy the people, who dwe!t in a little corner 
of it. 

They add, that in the scripture language, 
the whole earth, expresses no more than all 
the inhabitants, and on this principle de- 
clare, that an overflowing of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris with a vehement rain, might 
answer all the phenomena of the deluge.— 
But the deluge was universal. God de- 
clared to Noah, that he was resolved to des- 
troy every thing that had breath under hea- 
ven, or had life on the earth, by a flood of 
waters 3 such were the menaces,such the ex- 
ecution. The waters, Moses assures us, 
covered the whole earth,buried all the moun- 
tains; every thing perished therein, that 
had lifeexcepting Noah, and those with him 
in the ark. Cana an universal deluge be 
more clearly expressed ? 

tf the deluge had been partial, there 
would have been no necessity of spending 
an hundred years to build an ark, and to 
shut all sorts of animals therein, in order to 
reffock the world ; because they might ea- 
sily and readily have been brought from 
those parts of the world, not overflowed, ia- 
to those that were ; at least the birds would 
never have been destroyed, (as Moses says 





lit had been a miracle, and the waters had 


stood onan heap, Moses no doubt would have 
related the miracle, as he did that of the 
waters of the Red Sea,and the river Joréan 
which were sustained in an heap to sive 
passage to the Israelites. Ex. xiy, 29. 
Josh iii. 16. Add to this, that in regions 
far remote from the Euphrates and Tigris, 
viz. in Italy, France, Switzerland, Gerina- 
ny, England, &c. &c. there are frequent!y 
found, in places many scores of leHeues fri 1 
the sea, and even in the tops of high moun- 
tains, whole trees sunk deep under ground; 
as also the teeth and bones of animals ; fish- 
es entire, sea shells, ears of corn, &c. pciri- 
fied, which the best naturalists are agrecd; 
could never have come there but by the de- 
luge. ; 

The deluge, being thus allowed to be vni- 
versel, philosophers are solicitous to find 
water to efiect it. The difficulty attending 
this subject is this, that the earth is a sphere 
or round body composed of land and water; 
that on the land are many very hich hills or 
mountains, whose tops are clevated many 
thousand feet above the level of the sea:— 
in order then that this globe be covered with 
water to the height of fifteen cubits above 
the highest mountains ; (and according to 
the laws of gravitation it must rise equal: 
ly all round the globe ;) the philosopher 
himself is difficulted to know how this could 
be the case on any philosophical principles. 
An elucidation will be attempted under the 
following 


REMARKS. 


fst Remark. If the flood were a mani- 
festation of the miraculous power of God ; 
all anxiety to account for it on philosophical 
principles must cease: because no one can 
doubt the power of God to work such a mit- 
acle. But the account of the deluge, as giv- 
en by Moses, is not an account of a mirac- 
ulous transaction; but of an amazing event, 
which took place on the principles of the 
laws of nature : the two eauses to which it 
is attributed, prove the above assertion, viz. 
the rain of forty days and nights, and the 
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breaking up of the great deep. If it werea 
miracle, why these natural causes? If it 
were not a miracle, then it was brought a- 
bout on principles of nature, or natural phi- 
losophy. 

The latter, we assert to be the fact. 

2. The principles of natural philosophy 
confine us to the belief, that there was no 
more water pertaining to this globe, in 
time of the flood, than there always 
been before the flood ; or, than there always 
has been since ; otherwise, there must eith- 
er have been new matter created since the 
six days, which is inadmissable ; or, it must 
have been a miracle, which we have dis- 
proved. Hence it is evident, that the same 
quantity of the elements pertaining to the 
earth, have existed without addition or di- 
minution from the creation to the present 
time: creation was complete, when God 
pronounced it to be very good. 

3. The rain, which fell in the forty days 
and nights mentioned, like all other rain, 
was first drawn from the earth by natural 
evaporation, as in all other cases; so that 
when that rain ceased,there was pot one at- 
om more of water, pertaining to the globe, 
than when it began. ‘This is agreeable to 
the principles of natural philosophy. 

The breaking up of the great deep, was 
the falling of the solid matter of which the 
globe is composed, into the abyss of the 
water below 3 by means of which, the wat- 
er in the interior was forced upwards upon 
the surface of the earth. The watery par- 
ticles of the earth being extracted by evap- 
oration antecedent to the breaking up of the 
great deep; did after ths breaking up, des- 
cend in a mighty rain of forty days contin- 
vance; so that the water from the abyss, 
and that which was extracted from the earth 
before it sunk and coming down in rain, met 
together, and completely covered all the 
land for atime 3 by which the whole globe, 
during that time, was covered with water. 

Thus the world was deluged by water, 
petaining to itself, without the intervention 
of a miracle, or the necessity of more wat- 
er than was produced during the six days, 
in which the world was made. 

That the above account of the deluge 
may more forcibly convince the mind, we 
will lay down the following proposition,viz. 
that there is water enough in this globe to 
cover all the solid parts of it, if those sol- 
id parts were properly disposed. 

Consider first, that nearly three-fourths of 
the globe are now covered with water. 

Consider, secondly, that the space occu- 
picd by the depth of the water iu the sever- 





_ al oceans, below its surface, is much givate 
er, than the space occupied by the elevation 
of the land above this surface. 

Consider, in the third place ; that if the 
American continent with its contiguous isl- 
ands, was thrown into the Atlantic ocean, 
from 30 feet below the surface of the water 3 
and the same with the eastern continent and 
its islands ; thatthey should be thrown into 
he Pacific and Indian oceans ; and even 
Supposing that the unevenness of the land, 
thus thrown into the oceans,should equal the 
hills and mountains of the antedeluvian 
world ; yet we might presume that the wat- 
ers, in that case, ‘ would,’ as Moses express- 
| es it, ‘ prevail exceedingly,’ to fifteen cubits, 
‘above the whole. The objections, against 
the foregoing reasoning, or explanation of 
the deluge, shall be stated and answered in 
a future number ; together with several rea- 
sons in confirmation of the above.—Eprror. 





Of the Breast Plate of the Jewish High 
Priest. 


Breast plate, or breast plate of judgment, 
called also pectoral and rational, was one 
part of the priestly vestments, anciently 
worn by the Jewish high priests. It was 
about ten inches square,( Ex.xxvii.13—31,) 
and consisted of pieces of the same rich em- 
broidered stuff,of which the ephod was made. 
It was wore on the high priest’s breast, 
and was set with twelve precious stones,on 


one ofthe tribes. They were set in 4 rows. 
three in each row; and were divided from 
each other, by the little gelden squares or 
partitions, in which they were set. The 
names of these stones, and that of the tiibes 
engraven on them, as also their disposition 
on the breast plate, were as follows :— 
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Surdine. Topaz. Carbuncle. 

Rouben. | Simron Levi 
Emerald, | Sapphire. Diamond. 
Judah. | Dan. | Naphtali. 
Ligure. | Agate. Amethyst. 
Gad. Asher. Issachar. 
: ~ Beryl. Oaysx. Jasper. 
§ Zebulon. | Joseph. | Benjamin. 
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The breast plate was fastened at the four 
corners ; those on the top, to each should- 
er, by a golden hook or ring, at the end of 
a wreath or chain; and those below to the 
girdle of the ephod, by two strings or ribe 
‘bons, which had, likewise, two rings and 


| hooks, 





each of which was engraven the name of | 
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This ornament was never to be severed 
from the priestly garment ; and it was called 
the memorial to put the priest in mind, how 
dear those tribes ought to be to him, whose 
names he wore on his breast. It was call- 
ed the breast plate of judgment, because it 
had the divine oracle of Urim and Thum- 
mim annexed to it. 

[The meaning and use of Urim and 
Thummim we shall explain in a future 
number. | 

REMARKS. 

The high priest, among the Jews, was a 
remarkable type of Christ, the great high 
priest, and captain of our salvation. As 
the high priest entered alone into the holy 
of holies,once every yeai not without blood, 
which he offered for himself and the errors 
of the people ; so Christ being come an high 
priest of good tidings to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
hands, that is to say, not of this building ; 
neither by the blood of goats and calves,but 
by his own blood, he entered in once into 
the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. 

As the Jewish high priest, when he went 
into the holy of holies, bore upon his breast 
and near his heart, the breast plate contain- 
ing the names of all the tribes of Israel ; so 
Jesus Christ entered into heaven itself. to 
appear in the presence of God for us. Heb. 
ix. 12, 13,24. Bearing on his heart, as 
an intercessor, the same love,which he man- 

‘ jfested in his sufferings and death, while on 
earth : For in the same epistle, we are told, 
‘ that we have not an high priest, who can- 
not be touched with the feelings of our in- 
firmities, but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin.’ 

As the Jewish high priest obtained the 
remission of the sins of all, whom he bore 
on the breast plate, when he went into the 
holy of holies; so Jesus Christ obtains e- 
ternal redemption for all, whom he bears on 
his heart in his intercession in heaven, By 
obtaining or procuring remission of sins, in 
both cases, i. e. both under Aaron’s priest- 
hood, and that of Christ ; it is not a purch- 
ase or procurement of any blessing from 
God.which he had not previously designed, 
or which was not his eternal purpose to be- 
stow ; but is only a way or manner, which 
God had chosen to make a manifestation 
of his intention or purpose for the bestow- 
ment of these blessings. 

This purpose was hidden for aces and 
generations ; yet it always existed in the di- 
vine mind: hence the purpose er determia- 
ation of God to forgive sinners, could never 
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! be procured, obtained or purchased, either 
'under Aaron’s priesthood or that of Christ: 
but the manifestation of this purpcse in 
both cases, is that which is intended. That 
| disposition in God, which only can effect 
our eternal felicity, cannot be purchased 
neither 18 there any need for it, if it “a 
‘ways existed: but such a purpose and de. 
dination always did exist in God ; there. 
iter it cannot, it need not be purchased, 
If the minor proposition be true, viz. that 
such a purpose and determination always 
did exist in God ; tu ne consequentia certa 
est, then the consequence is certain. Pay} 
to the Ephesians, i. 9, 10, says, ¢ that,’ God, 
‘having made known unto us the mystery 
of his will, aceording to his good purpose, 
which he hath purposed in himself ; that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are in earth, even in him. 

Thus the purpose is clear and the con- 
clusion certain. 

Lastly. As the golden bells on the high 
priest’s garment, by their sound, gave no- 
tice to the people without, that the high 
priest on entering the holy of holies, was a- 
live, and consequently was accepted of God 
for them ; so Jesus Christ, after his ascen- 
sion into heaven, has given evidence that he 
yet liveth and is accepted of God the father 
for his people. The coming of the comfor- 
ter, the conversion of sinners, the continu. 
ance of gospel grace, in connexion with the 
promises ; all teach us that our great high 
priest, who is passed into the heavens, is yet 
alive, that he lives for ever more, and isa 
prevailing intercessor. 

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.—Ebt, 
TOR. 





MINUTES, 


Of the proceedings of the General Con 
vention of Universalésts of the New- 
England States, and others, Sept. 1823. 


The General Convention of Universalists 
of the New-England Sates, and others, a- 
greeakly to the adjournment of their last 
Session, assembled at the Village of Clinton, 
N. Y.on Wednesday, Sept. 17th, 1823, 
and opened the business of the Council 
with prayer by Br. A. Kneeland. 

1. Chose Br. A. Kneeland, Moderator. 

2. Chose Brs. R. Cartique, and N.Stacy 
| Clerks. 
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at Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, C. G. Par- Thecouncil then proceeded to the exam- 
son, and Wm. Underwood, a commitiee to ination of the complaint ayvainst Br. H. Bal- 
aticad to all vequests tor tellowsiup or ordi- lou. 
nation. 13. Adjourned to 7 o’clock Thursday 
4, Order of public service for Wednes- morning, prayer by Br. Wm. Underwood. 
day morning. | 14. Thursday morning opened the coun- 
Introductory prayer by Br. A.Kneeland. | cil according to adjournment. 
Sermon by br. it. Carrique, from om. | Prayer by Br. J. foster. 
viii, 31. “* What shail we then say toimese ' 15. Received a request from the Frank- 
things r” If God be for us who can be a- lin Association of Universalists recently 
vainst us ? ‘formed in the western part of Massachu- 
Br. H. Roberts concluding prayer. | setts to be received into the fellowship of 
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5. Afternoon service. 

Introductory prayer by Br. H. Ballou, 
sermon by Br. P. Morse, trom St. John vi. 
15. * Tam the living bread which came 
down from heaven ; if any man eat of this 
bread. he shall live forever 5 and the bread 
that [ will give is my flesh, which i will 
give for the life of the world.” 

Concluding prayer by br. N. Stacy. 

6. Resolved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to receive and present all complaints 
and other important business, properly 
coming before this Convention. 

7. Appointed Brs. Wm. Underwood, N. 
Stacy, E. Ferris, ©. G. Parson, and J. 8. 
Flagler, the above Committee. 

8. Attended to the Reports of the sev- 
eral committees appointed at the last sess- 
ion of this Convention to visit the Lastern, 
Western, Northern and Southern, Associa- 


tions—which reports were highly interest-| 





{ 


ing to the lovers of truth, as they gave evi-: 
dence that our societies are generally flour-! 


ishing, and that the cause of gospel truth is 
rapidly advancing. 

9. Appointed committees to visit Asso- 
ciations in fellowship with this Convention. 

Northern Association, Brs. R. Streeter, 
A. Kinsman, and R. Bartlett. 

Southern Association, Brs. R. Carri- 
que, H. Ballou 2d, and D. Pickering. 

Western Association, Brs. G. B. Lisher, 
R. Carrique, and S. R. Smith. 

Eastern Association, Brs. R. Streeter, S. 
Streeter, and Wm. A. Drew. 

10. ‘The committee appointed to receive 
all complaints, &c.—presented two com- 
plaints, the first from Br. H. Ballou, 2d, a- 
gainst Br. P. Dean—the second from Br. C. 
Hudson, against Br. H. Ballou, of Boston. 

Received requests from the Society in 
Stafford and Le Roy, and also from the So- 
ciety in Pawlet and Wells, to be received 
into the fellowship of this Convention. 

Voted to grant said requests. 

12. Thecouncil proceeded to an exam- 
ination of the charge against Br. P. Dean. 

Adj*dthetrial until Thursday morning. 





this convention. 

Voted that said request be granted. 

16. Appointed brs. H. Ballou, 2d. and 
H. H. Winchester, a commitiee to visit the 
Franklin Association at its next session. 

17. Proceeded to uial on the complaint 
against Br. H. Ballou ; and after attending 
to the evidence—voted to exonerate Br. 
Ballou, from the several charges prefered 
in the complaint. 

18. Order of public service on Thurs- 
day morning. 

Br. H. Sampson introductory prayer. 

Br. A. Kneeland sermon from 2d, Vimo- 
thy iii. 16, * All scripture given by inspi- 
ration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” 

Br. J. Foster concluding prayer. 

19. The committee appointed to attend 
to requests for letters of fellowship or ordin- 
ation, reported in favor of granting ordina- 
tion to Br. T. F. King—and letters of fel- 
lowship to Warren Skinner, John French, 
and Loring Blood. 

Voted that the above report be accepted. 

20. Order of the afternoon service, in- 
cluding the solemen ordination of Br. T. F. 
King. 

Br. H.H. Winchester introductory prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou, sermon from St. John v. 
38. “ For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world.” 

Br. S. R. Smith consecrating prayer. 

Br. A. Kneeland the charge. 

Br.P.Morse, the right hand of fellowship. 

Second sermon by Br. P. Dean from 1. 
Timothy iv. 16. “ Take heed unto thyself, 
and unto thy doctrine ; continue in them, 
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, 
and them that hear thee.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. TF. Ballou. 

21. The Council proceeded to an inves- 
tigation of the complaint against Br. Dean; 
and after attending to the evidences—voted 
to exonerate Br. Dean from the charge pre- 


fered in the complaint. 
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22. The committee selected by Br. Na- 
thaniel Smith at the last session of the 
Western Association, to take into consid- 
eration the case of Br. Smith, reported that 
they had not found aught against him on; 
which to found a complaint. 

23. Voted that the former committee of! 
discipline be continued the ensuing year. 





24. Received a request from Br. P.Dean 
to withdraw from the fellowship of this Con- 
vention. 

Voted that Br. Dean’s request be granted. | 

25. Voted that the Minutes of this Con- | 
vention, accompanied by a Circular, be | 
published in the Herald of Salvation, with 
a request that the editors of other periodical 
works should publish the same. 

26. Appointed Br. Pitt Morse to prepare 
the Minutes for publication, and to accom- 
pany thera with a Circular Letter. 

27. Voted that this Convention be ad- 
journed to meet in Strafford, Vermont, on 
the third Wednesday and Thursday in 
September 1824. 

Br. S. Miles returned thanks to the Al- 
mighty Disposer of all things, and the Con- 
vention adjourned. 

ABNER KNEELAND, Mod. 

BICHARD CARRIQUE, Clerk 

NATHANIEL STACY. ¢ exo 


Ministering Brethren present. 


H. Ballou, A. Kneeland, H. Ballou, 2d, 
N. Stacy, S. R. Smith, C. G. Parson, R. 
Carrique. G.B. Lisher, I. Whitnal, P.Dean, 
T. F. King, C. Hudson, Wm. Underwood, 
C. Morton, J. S. Flagler, H. Roberts, H. 
A. Winchester, S. Adams, A. Kinsman, A. 
Peck, N. Smith, P. Morse, B. Hickox. S. 
Miles, J. Potter, O. Ackley, S. A. Skeel, A. 
Vandenburgh, H. Sampson, J. Gowdy, and 
F. Ferriss. ; 

Received into fellowship W. Skinner, J. 
French, and L. Blood. 





GENERAL EPISTLE. 


To all Churches, Societes and believers 
in fellowship with this Convention— 

To all who rejoice unspeakably in the 
faith of the eternal salvation of a sinful 
world through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus— 

To all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity, of every sect, name and denomi- 
nation beneath the whole canopy of heav- 


en— 

.  Toall who know not God and sit in the 
region and shadow of moral death— 

To all the sons and daughters of wretch- 





edness and want-—~ 


To all the ransomed family of mankin¢d— 
_ To the vast fraternity of intelligent be. 
ings who are connected with each other and 
with the ‘supremely glorious Author of all 
lite by an affinity as endless as existence 

To all herein addressed, wherever this 
Epistke may come, the General Convention 
of Universalists, send salutations of heav- 
enlyspeace—humbly and fervently beseech. 
ing the Father of boundless mercies to shed 
abroad the benign influences of his all-con- 
quering love through our common Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. who is the image of 


the invisible God, aud the first bern of ey. 


ery creature. 
Dearly beloved Brethren, 

The infinitely wise and ever gracious 
Parent of the universe, has kindly granted 
us another anniversary convocation, and 
has so copiously showered on us the dews 
of divine grace, that we feel bound to exer- 
cise unfeigned and everlasting gratitude to 
Him, as the great Giver of every good and 
perfect gilt: and we most cordially invite 
every sincere lover of truth, and every bum 
ble disciple of the Son of God, to partici- 
pate in our spiritual joys, and partake of 
the riches of gospel grace, prepared in in- 
finite mercy for all people. We were re, 
ceived by the brethren in the faith of the 
common salvation at the place of our assem- 
bling, with the liveliest expressions of chris- 
tian affection, which were most heartily re- 
ciprocated. The business of the Council 
was performed with decorum, precision and 
wisdom ; and though certain difficulties of a 
nature extremely painful were brought be- 
fore us, yet we trust that the moderation, 
patience and prudence which prevailed in 
our Council, have produced such decisions 
as will terminate those unhappy and unfor- 
tunate differences and perpetuate the peace 
and harmony of the Order. Two of the 
most able and most esteemed brethren ar 
mongst us were impeached, and it must be 
highly gratifying to every benevolent mind 
that both were exonerated. The existence 
of such difficulties demonstrate human frail- 
ty and afford us all an impressive lesson for 
our improvement. ‘The dissolution of our 
connexion with Br. Dean, according to his 
request, produced unutterable emotions of 
sorrow in our hearts ; but it seemed to be 
expedient. If one member of the body suf- 
fer, all the members suffer with it. How- 
ever unpropitious any of these things may 
appear to our limited minds, we have eve- 
ry reason to believe, that under the direce 
tion of infinite wisdom, they are among 
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those things which shall work together for 
the greatest good of all concerned. We are 
aware that a bigotted world is disposed to 
take advantake of every untoward circum- 
stance to point the finger of derision : but 
if any possess sufficient malignity to rejoice 
at the misfortunes of others, we beseech 
them seriously to consider what manner of 
spirit they are of. If any feel disposed to tri- 
umph because our Denomination bears any 
mark of human imperfection—let that Sect 
which has invariably been without difficul- 
ty among theniselves, cast the first stone. 

During our Session, our hearts were made 
glad ‘by the joyful intelligence, received 
from every direction, of the increase of be- 
lievers, the formation of Societies and As- 
sociations, the organization of churches, the 
addition of laborers to the ministry, and 
the unexampled prosperity of Zion in the 
rapid advancement of gospel truth. The 
cause of universal benevolence, grace and 
salyation is génerally flourishing throughout 
our happy country ; particularly in Maine, 
Massachusetis, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, and various parts of the 
state of New-York. At this anniversary 
session, one young brother was set apart to 
the work of the ministry of reconciliation, 
by the solemnity of ordination ; and three 
others received into fellowship as minis- 
ters of the divine word: all of whom we 
humbly trust have been endowed from above 
to testify the gospel of the never-failing 
frace of God—and we fervently invoke on 
them the eternal benedictions of heaven, for 
their faithfulness and success in the pro- 
motion of peace on earth and good will a- 
mongst men, end in all the labors of the 
moral vineyard of our God. 

The services of the sanctuary were sol- 
emn, powerful, instructive and delightful. 
The devout worship of the temple was en- 
livened by the masterly performance of a 
large choir of singers who tuned every heart 
to the influence of devotion, while throng- 
ing multitudes and listening thousands in- 
haled the pure spirit of impartial benevo- 
lence,and with joy unspeakable and full of 
clory, received the divine energy of eternal 
and infinite love. From the Record of 
Heaven’s gracious will, and the Testament 
of eternal mercy, we learned that God is 
the ever-living fountain of goodness, the ev- 
erlasting Benefactor of all his creatures, 
and that no created being can prevail a- 
gainst us. There we contemplated the vast 
importance of the pure Inspiration of Heav- 
en, uncontaminated by the scnseless tradi- 
*.ons of a superstitions world, ond enadul- 








terated by the labors of imperfect men.— 
There we feasted on the bread of God which 
giveth spiritual and eternal life toa sinful, 
famishing world. There we received the 
strong injunction of perpetual continuance 
in the doctrine of divine life and eternal 
truth. The heavens showered down right- 
eousness and grace—our minds were in- 
structed—our souls edified—our hearts glad- 
dened—or spirits rejviced—the silken cord 
of divine love entwined every heart—the 
accents eof mercy breathed in every breeze 
—creation smiled in the boundless bounty 
of God—and the swelling tide of gratitude 
and heart-felt joy ascended to the holy hab- 
itation of Divinity. 

The believers in the fulfilment of the di- 
vine promise that all nations, all families 
and all kindreds of the earth shall be bles- 
sed with justification through faith in Christ 
the spiritual bead of every man and the 
heir of all things, have abundant reason to 
rejoice in all the dispensations of our heav- 
euly Father, and to let their light shine be- 
fore men that cthérs beholding their good 
works may glorify their Father in heaven. 
Brethren : while you behold the light of the 
Sun of righteousness beaming from on high 
in all the splendor of unclouded day and 
chasing darkness from the human mind— 
while you are surrounded with the number- 
less blessings of the all-bountiful Providence 
of God, and enjoy the privileges of social 
existence—while you feel the delightful, the 
life- giving influence of Almighty goodne 
and grace—while, by an eye of faith, you 
witness the kingdoms of this world bécom- 
ing the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ—while you contemplate the name- 
less felicities of immortality and endless 
life—can you suppress the rising emotions 
of love to the God of your salvation? Can 
you fail to cherish, the spirit of universal 
pilanthropy—to premote the peace and 
good order of society—to do justly, love 
mercy and walk humbly—and to evince by 
well ordered lives and conversation that 
yeu have been taught of God? May the 
peace of God that passeth all understanding 
be ever yours. 

Brethren inthe ministry of universal 
reconciliation, Suffer the word of exhorta- 
tion frem one who would ever joyfully 
share with you the instructions of divine 
wisdom, and weuld humbly solicit the coun- 
sel of age and experience in the reciprocal 
exercise of fraternal affection, and the faith- 
ful performance of christian duty. The 
whitened fields of the Redcemer’s harvest 
extend in boundless prospect. The ebris- 





















































336 GOSPEL ADVOCATE 





talline streams of the river of life in gentle 
currents fow—The spirit of inquiry is a- 
broad in the earth and all eyes are directed 
to the mountain of Zion to receive the bles- 
sing of those whose feet are shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of divine peace, 
whw bring good tidings, who publish salva- 
tion, who proclaim the nniversally trium- 
phant reign of Jehovah, and pronounce the 
words of eternal life. If you would finish 
your course with joy to testify the everlas- 
ting gospel of the impartial grace of God, it 
is highly important that you give yourselves 
wholv to these things that your profiting may 
appear to all—that you hold frequent,sweet 
communion with your God—that you teach 
by precept as well as by example—that 


you preserve the unity of the spirit in the 


bond of peace—that you be instant in sea- 
son and out of season in the arduous labors 
6: your vocation—and that you ever keep 
in view the bright example ofour Lord and 
Master, whose soul was compassion, whose 


lite was purity, whose word was truth, and | 


whose governing principlé was, thy wi//, O 
God, be done ! Remember that it is requir- 


ed of stewards that a man be found faithful. : 


Remember that the servant of the Lord 


must not strive, but be gentle unto all men, 


apt to teach, patient in meekness, instruct- 


ing those who oppose themselves. Remem-, 


ber that our bond of union is not any par- 


ticular speculative opinion, but it is charity | 
out of a pure heart,and of a good conscience | 


and of faith unfeigned. Preserve inviola- 

le, this bond of perfectness. 
is to instruct the ignorant, reform the vi- 
cious, console the afilicted, confirm the wa- 
vertng, uphold the weak, relieve the oppres- 
sed, break the bread of life, reprove,rebuke, 
exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine; 
and let humility, sincerity, forbearance and 
charity adorn your lives, while instrumen- 
tally directing the triumphant march of the 
human mind to the glorious Temple of di- 
vine wisdom and eternaltruth. Above all 
things, be entreated to remember your en- 
tire dependence on Him at whose mandate 
all worlds were frmed—all beings created, 
and all creation crowned with light and 
clory. . 

All herein addressed, are most affection- 
ately commended to the paternal care and 
tender mercy of a God of underived, im- 
mutable, unbounded and endless love !— 
And may dll people respond, Amen. 

Per order, 


PITT MORSE. 





Evil to him that evil thinks. 


Your duty’ 








Idolatry of our Ancestors.—Our ances: 
tors worshipped many deities, or deified he. 
roes. Woden, or Odin, under whose guid- 
ance they migrated into Europe ; Thor, the 
thunderer, or god of thunder 3 Friga, who 
answered to the Venus of the Romans, and 
from their several deities we received the 
names of the days of the weck. Sunday— 
Monday, (Moon day) ‘Tuesday, ('Tuet’s 
day or: Tisday) Wednesday, (Woden’s 
day) ‘l'hursday, | Thor’s day) Friday, (Fri- 
ga’s day) and Saturday, (Satur’s day.) All 
authors ag €°,that human victims were sac- 
rificed tu tueir deities, and that the festivals 
devoted to their worship were scenes of riot 
and cruelty. 





Do not offend a bad man, because he will 
stick at nothing to be revenged. It is cruel 
to insult a good man, who deserves noth- 
ing but good. There is none so mean who 
cannot do mischief. Therefore follow 
peace with all men. 


PRAISE. 


Hark ! the hymn of praise is pealing, 
Loud, triumphant, to the skies ! 
Softer now, now softer stealing, 
Faintly on the ear it dies. 
‘ Now again the chorus swelling 
Like the shout of victory, 
Praises every note is telling 5 
Praise is all the melody. 


eee 


Listen! now the sound is dying 
Like the breath of summer even ; 
Raptured angels swiftly flying, 
Watt it to the gates of heaven. 
Still a ling’ring note is sighing— 
Still a strain falls on the ear— 
*Tis the echo, faintly rising 
With the chorus full and clear. 


Oh ! what music is devotion 
Breathing in a hymn of praise 

Seraphs, listen with emotion, 
And a heavenly chorus raise. 

But when saints shall meet in Heaven, 
Sweeter far the notes shall ring 5 

Praise shall then be ever given— 
Souls in bliss shall ever sing. 


—_ 


*— The communication signed “ H.” 
| addressed to the Rev. Mr. Squier, is post 
| poned for want of room. 

“ G.” is under consideration. 
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